Methods used to describe concentration


Method



Units


Description

1
Molarity


Moles/Liter


*   It’s symbol is (M)  (Capital M)










*   The most widely used formula










*   Its formula is M = n / L

2
Mass Percent

grams of solute

*   Often used when preparing solutions






grams of solution

*   Percent = (g of solute/g of soln.)  x 100 %

3
Mole Fraction

None



*   It’s  symbol is (X)










*   It has specialized uses.

4
Molality


Moles of solute

*  It’s symbol is (m)   (lower case)






kg. of solvent

*  Has specialized uses











*  Don’t confuse with (M) for molarity

5
Normality


# of equivalents

*  Often used when dealing with acids &/or bases









*   M = n/L    
A useful formula to remember when dealing with solutions is M1V1 = M2V2
This will tell you how to make a solution of a different concentration from an existing concentration.
