CRC GUIDE FOR STUDENTS

The CRC is a very handy reference book for chemists and chemistry students.  The body of knowledge in Chemistry and Physics is expanding at a remarkable rate and as a natural result, the handbook is now quite large, checking in at over 2,000 pages.

The purpose of this sheet is to serve as a quick reference for the book.

One of the major difficulties with the book is not simply finding the information, but trying to figure out what the book is talking about due to all of the abbreviations and symbols.  Remember that the first page of each section is a page of  explanations of symbols and if needed an description of how the page is set-up.

Some of the more important sections of the book are:

1.  Physical Constants of Organic Compounds. 

This is probably the largest section of the book. In the 64th edition this section is over 500 pages.  As the title suggests, this section lists the following physical constants of the more common organic compounds. Mol. Wt, color, Boiling pt., Melting Pt., Density, etc.  

2.  Physical Constants of Inorganic Compounds.

Similar to the sections for Organic Constants.   We will probably use this section more than the organic section because AP is generally an inorganic course.  

3.  Description of the elements.

In one of the early sections of the book, there is a section that gives a brief summary of the elements (in alphabetical order) including their uses, costs, how obtained, etc.  

4.  Properties of Aqueous Solutions.

This approx. 50 page section lists several dozen common aqueous solutions and focuses in on their physical properties.

5.  Conversion Factors.

A little known section of the book is towards the back.  The conversions gives hundreds of useful conversions from one unit to another.

6.  Index.

The index is where you should start if you need a section of the book that you are not familiar with.  The index doesn’t always show as much detail as students would like. If it did, it would add another 100 pages to the already big book.  When using the index,  focus on either the compound or the general property.
